Primer i 
for I 
Americans j 



DEC LAS S I F I CAT I OH AUTHORITY DERIVED FROM: 
FBI AUTOMATIC DECLASSIFICATION GUIDE 
DATE 07-10-2009 



Primer for Americans 



* r 

You live in the United States of America. You are an 
American. 

Keal Americans like their country. They are proud 
of it. They think it is a good place to live. And they 
want to keep it good— to keep it getting better and 
better all the time. 

But in many countries of the world, people are un- 
able to live the way we do. They live in Communist 
countries, or in Fascist countries. This means that they 
live more like slaves than like free men and women. 
They have no chance to choose their leaders. 

That's just the opposite of the way we like to live. 
It's why Americans don't like either Communism or 
Fascism. So we want to keep both of them out of 
America. 

And the best way to keep them out is to understand 
all we can about our free Democratic country so that 
we can protect our freedoms. 
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Why is America the way it is? What makes it a good 
place to live? The answer is simply this: 

Throughout our history most Americans have be- 
lieved that every person has certain rights and 
duties and responsibilities. 

Americans have believed that there are certain 
things that people should do, and other things 
they should not do. 

They have also believed in certain things that peo- 
ple are, and are not. 

These things that people believe are called principles. 
This book is an attempt, to state the Principles of 
America in simple, primer fashion so that you can 
understand them, learn them, and remember them. 

This is important. It was because earlier Americans 
believed in these principles and guided their lives by 
them, that America has grown to be the good place it is. 

If all of us learn and remember these principles -if 
we also guide our lives by them— then we can help to 
keep America growing better, and better, and better. 

And if we follow these Principles of America, we can 
help make the world a better place to live in, too. 
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The Principles of America are these. 



1. Each Person is of Importance and Value 
as an Individual. . 

This is the cornerstone ... the foundation of all our other beliefs in a 
person's right to live his own life, to speak for himself, to choose and 
change his leaders. 

From it comes our hatred of those "isms" under which the individual 
has no value or importance as a person, but is only one of many un- 
important people who have to live the way their leaders tell them to. 

Coming directly from that first principle are two other principles 
that are also part of the foundation of Americanism. 

2. We Believe that All Men should Enjoy 
Personal Freedom. 

3. We Believe that All Men are Created Equal. 

It is worth noting that the Declaration of Independence expressed the 
belief that "all men are created equal" It did not state or imply a belief 
that men develop equally or have equal ability, or that they should ever 
be forced to an exact equality of thought, speech or material possessions. 

That would be equality without freedom. Americans have always be- 
lieved the two should go together. 

Prom the days of the Declaration of Independence and the writing 
of the Constitution, Americans have known that even though Life, 
Liberty, and other unalienable rights are granted to man by his 
Creator, they require some protection by man, himself. 

So, in our Constitution, and in other laws of our land, there are 
set' down principles to protect the rights and freedoms and equal- 
ity of individuals. And these principles play an important part in 
keeping America a good place in which to live. 
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4. The Eight to Freedom of Speech. 

This includes freedom of the press, of radio, of motion pictures, of every 
means by which man may express his thoughts on any subject. 

5. The Right to Freedom of Assembly. 

As we believe in the right of individual action, so we believe that in- 
dividuals should be free to act together for the benefit of all. This IS 
Democracy. 

6. The Right to Freedom of Worship. 

Not only is the individual free to worship as he will, but religions them- 
selves are free and equal . . . regardless of their size or their beliefs. 

7. The Right to Security of Person and Property. 

Not just one, but three Amendments to the Constitution (4th, 5th and 
14th) protect against illegal search and seizure, or loss of life, liberty, or 
property, without "due process of law." 

8. The Right to Equal Protection before the Law. 

As individuals are equally important, so laws must apply equally to all, 
without special privileges for any particular individuals or groups. 

9. The Right to Freedom from Slavery. 

This includes "the right to quit," for no individual may be forced to 
work for another. 



10. The Right to Petition the Government. 

The legally guaranteed right of the individual to "petition the govern- 
ment for redress of grievances" is evidence of the American belief that 
government is the servant, not the master, of the people. 

11. The Right to Vote for people of your choice. 

This is the individual's most potent weapon in the protection of his rights 
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and freedoms ... a weapon that to be effective must be constantly and 
wisely used. 

The Principles of America hold that every man has . . . 

12. The Right to a Good Education. 

13. The Right to Live where he pleases. 

14. The Right to Work where he wants to. 

15. The Right to Join and Belong to an 
Organization. 

16. The Right to Own Property. 

17. The Right to Start his Own Business. 

18. The Right to Manage his Own Affairs. 

19. The Right to Make a Profit or to Fail, 
depending on his Own Ability. 

There are other, similar rights of individual action whi ch are Prin- 
ciples of America, but all of these individual rights may be com- 
bined in these two broad principles . . . 

20. Every Man is entitled to Freedom and 
Equality of Opportunity. 

21. Every Man may Earn his Living When, 
Where, and How he wants to. 



There are also Limiting Principles . . 



Principles of individual freedom sometimes clash with those of in- 
dividual equality. Therefore our rights as individuals must be lim- 
ited, and those limitations are themselves principles. 

22. The Rights of any Individual shall not 
Interfere with the Equal Rights 

of other Individuals. 

Your right to swing your arms stops where the other fellow's nose starts. 

23. The Rights of any Individual shall not 
Interfere with the Welfare of the People 
as a Whole. 

Freedom of speech does not give the individual the right to shout "fire" 
in a crowded theatre. 

24. Every Individual owes Obedience to 
the Laws under which he Lives. 

The individual has the right to talk against a law, to work and vote to 
change that law, but NOT to disobey that law. 

Principles that are Patterns of Behavior , . . 

Many of our' principles of individual freedom and equality are 
guaranteed to us by law. 

But we have other beliefs, other general rules of action and con- 
duct that have grown to the status of principles. They have stood 
the test of time. They have worked. They have become a basic 
part of the way we live and of the way we look at things. 

These principles, too, are foundations of Americanism. They are 
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as true, if not more true, today than they were in 1850 or in 1750. 
If America stays free, they will still hold true in 2050. 

25. Every Man shall be Judged by his 
Own Record. 

A man's family background, his race or his religion, is not as important 
as what that man himself can do, for Americans believe a man must 
stand on his own feet. 

26. Every Man is Free to Achieve as much 
as he can. 

We believe that where any boy may become President, where any man 
may achieve greatness, there is the greatest incentive for every man to 
do his best. 

27. To Achieve anything, a Man should 
be Willing to Work. 

Americans have always known that "you don't get something for noth- 
ing," that to get anything takes a willingness to work and to work hard. 

28. Achievement also Depends upon the 
Ability to do a Good Job. 

Add to "willingness to work" the ability to produce results and the com- 
bination is the basis for most individual achievement in our country. 

29. Every Man has the Right to a Fair Share of 
the Results of his Work and his Ability. 

Because of this belief, America has not only produced more goods, but 
they have been more fairly and more widely shared by more people than 
in any other country. 
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30. Security is the Ability of a Man to 
Provide for himself. 

The only true security for any individual is the opportunity, the ability, 
and the determination to work and plan and save for his own present and 
future. Self-reliance is vital to individual independence and personal free- 
dom. No man can be "proud and free" who depends on others for his 
security. 

31. When an Individual cannot Provide his 
own Security, the Responsibility should be 
Assumed by Others. 

We believe that no one should starve, or be without adequate clothing 
and shelter, so those who have more than their basic needs share the 
responsibility of providing the essentials of security for those who need 
help, 

32. Every Individual must Deal Fairly 
. with other Individuals. 

Honesty, fairness, and personal integrity are /virtues that help free and 
independent individuals get along with each other without losing their 
independence. 

33. Fair and Free Competition is a Good Thing. 

Americans have always believed that competition among individuals or 
groups encourages greater effort which in turn brings greater benefits to all. 

34. Cooperation among Individuals is 
Vitally Important. 

General Eisenhower has said: "The freedom to compete vigorously 
accompanied by a readiness to cooperate wholeheartedly for the per- 
formance of community and national functions, together make our sys- 
tem the most productive on earth." 
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Principles of Individual Responsibility. 



Freedom for individuals carries with it an equal responsibility to 
use that freedom wisely. Therefore, if we wish to remain free, we 
must faithfully fulfill our responsibilities as free men. 

35, The Individual is Responsible for himself 
and his Family. 

He must protect them and provide for their present and future well-being. 

36. The Individual has Responsibilities to the 
Groups of which he is a Part. 

He must give of his best to his community, his church, his employer, his 
union, and to every group in which individuals cooperate for their mu- 
tual benefit. 

37- The Individual has Responsibilities 
to his Country. 

He must be an active citizen, interesting himself in local, state, and 
national government, voting wisely, thinking and speaking and acting 
to preserve and strengthen freedom, equality and opportunity for every 
individual. 

38. The Individual has Responsibilities 
to the World. 

Man's horizons have expanded. What happens in the world affects him, 
and his actions can affect the world. Today, therefore, each man has a 
responsibility to act — and to encourage his country to act — so that free- 
dom and cooperation will be encouraged among the people and the nations 
of the world. 

For America's Future 

Most of us axe still confident of ourselves and of our country. We 
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do not claim perfection. But we have faith in our ability to move 
forward, to improve, to grow, to provide more and more individuals 
with more and more of everything they want and need in life . . . 

If we, the people of the United States, want to have more ma- 
terial benefits, we must believe in and follow these two principles: 

39. The only way we can Have More is to 
Produce More; and 

40. As we Produce More, we must make it 
possible for More and More People to Enjoy 
that which we Produce. 

If we, the people of the United States, want to have a better life, 
spiritually as well as materially . . . 

41. We must stand firmly for our Beliefs, 
our Rights, our Principles. 

Walt Whitman, writing nearly 100 years ago, put it this way: 

"There is no week, nor day, nor hour when tyranny may not enter upon 
this country if the people lose their supreme confidence in themselves . . ." 

There are those who would chip away our confidence so that their 
special brand of tyranny might creep into America. They must not 
succeed. So, let us ask of every plan, or act, or idea . . . 

Is it With or Against the Principles of America ? 

★ 

Primer for Americans was conceived and developed by Sigurd S. Larmon, Presi- 
dent of Young & Rubicam, Inc., and his associate, Thomas W. Lapham. Copies 
may be obtained for 25*5 each, postpaid. For quantity prices (25 copies or more) 
see enclosed order blank, or write to Radio Household Institute, Inc., 285 Madison 
Avenue, New York 17, N. Y. 
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' Vic Riesel recently broke the story in the Hew Leader that Secretary 
Acheson was secretly plotting what may be one of the most despicable 
betrayals of all history* Riesel reports that Acheson has moved in on the 
Korean negotiations to lift the prisoner exchange- talks to *top secret 
level. It, is of course obvious even to a layman that there cannot possibly 
be any- top secret, i.e., involving national security or interest, classifica- 
tions of anything as simple as 'a prisoner exchange program. This was done to 
exclude the American press which was smart enough to suspect something 
unusual was being cooked up behind the "top secret" screen. 

The Chinese Reds have demanded that all P0Ws.be returned to them 
including those who are violently anti- communist 0 The fate of these anti- 
communists can easily be imagined. * The Katyn forest massacre of 11,000 
Polish officers, by the Russians, would be overshadowed by an even greater' 
mass butchery in the Par East e Our military want to return only those 
prisoners who ask- to be repatriated or who admit they are communists* 
Acheson, it is charged, wants to accede , to the Chinese Reds and return 
all POWs except those who "violently object, tf Violent objection being 
defined as those who commit or threaten to commit suicide. 

About one-third of \these POWs came to our lines with our psychological 
warfare "surrender passes." To hand these men back to Chinese executioners 
would not only blacken American military men but would serve as a warning 
to all Asia that anyone foolish enough to side with Uncle Sam may sooner 
or later find himself handed over to the communists anyway in some "top 
secret" deal. In other words Jugoslavia, Poland, and the anti-Soviet 
Russians we forcibly handed over to the N.K.V.D. in Germany after the last 
war all over again. 

It would also mean that satellite troops fighting under the red flag 
against Americans anywhere would be forced to fight to the death because 
to surrender to Americans would ultimately mean death anyway when they 
were handed back to the communists in any "ceasefire" negotiations. That 
would mean more hundreds of thousands of American casualties. Communist 
propagandists all over the world lay heavy emphasis on the claim that 
while Stalin rewards and protects his friends and ruthlessly exterminates 
his enemies, Uncle Sam betrays and surrenders his friends and allies and 
rewards his enemies. Acheson 1 s latest secret move would merely tend to 
confirm this allegation. The friend and protector of Alger Hiss cunningly 
knows that he can rely on the anxiety of American families whose boys are 
prisoners of the Chinese Reds to support any prisoner exchange program 
which will bring back American boys. Even if it means the torture and 



death of tens of thousands of anti- communist Chinese and North Koreans 
whom we treacherously hand back to Stalin and Mao Tze Tung. (While we 
are on the subject of Acheson, don't miss a splendid, documented article 
on the Dean of Appeasement in April's American -Mercury , by Felix Wittmer. ) 

Congress has just passed H.R. 36[|., a resolution by Representative Cox ^ 
.of Georgia, It empowers Congress to set up a new committee to investigate 
educational and philanthropic foundations to determine whether any of them: 
have used their tax-exempt resources to foster or advance un-American and 
subversive activities. This is a most - important project, designed to 
unearth secret sources of apparently inexhaustible financial support for 
the communist conspiracy in America. It is "to be hoped that Congress 
will give the new committee adequate funds to permit high level staff work 
and to do a thorough job^ There is ample evidence that some of the 
wealthiest and most respected foundations endowed with millions of dollars 
by conservative American financiers and businessmen have been either very 
careless* or. tolerant in dispensing largess to subsidiary foundations and/or 
organizations* which ih turn financed dubious projects dear to the hearts 
and interests bf the Stalinists. 

And/ 4 whiTe Congress is looking into some of these foundations it 
might also- very profitably look into the history and activities of the 
AMERICAN CIVIL LIBERTIES UNION. Pounded in 191^ to oppose 4 American 
preparedness and "militarism", the ACLTJ devoted most of its energies 
in ¥.¥. T to aiding slackers and draft dodgers. ' It claims to have been 
founded in 1920 in order to divest itself of this unpleasant history, but 
this was merely a change in name. A carefully documented history of this 
outfit would be devastating, an eye-opening for certain "liberals" in the 
Justice Department who 1 play footsie with it. * . ^ 

HARRY : BRIDGES itill loose. The West "Coast commissar for shipping, 
who's 'record* heeds -no introduction to Legionnaires, was convicted and 
sentenced Jt&t two years ago this month. Australian bom *arry is still 
boss- bf the port of San SVancisco with life and death powers over West 
Coast shipping including Alaska and Hawaii. Don f t ask us to explain the 
legal niceties as to why BRIDGES has not been deported or sent to prison 
two years after conviction of perjury. Ask J. Howard McGrath, former 
U. S. Attorney' General , who now has plenty of time on his hands and whose 
farmer department presumably, has the answers. And, in ease you have 
forgotten,- JUDY C0PL0N is also still out on appeal or something since 
th-6 Supreme Court ruled 1 in effect that while the evidence of her guilt 
was; convincing' the F.B.I, had erred in the manner of arresting her and 
that therefore she was entitled to a new trial. ; ' 

Speaking of BRIDGES, see Victor Riesel* s "Ten Men Who Could Paralyze 
American' Industry For Thirty Days" in April* s Cosmopolitan . The A.F.L. 
Seafarers Union' warns that American ports and docks are wide open to 
Soviet /sabotage using 1 foreign seamen or trained saboteurs posing as 
seamen. Aliens applying- for visitor 1 s visas or entry permits must be 
screened by U'.S. consular offices under the McCarran Act. THIS LAW, 
HOWEVER > DOES NOT APPLY TO FOREIGN SEAMEN. Some lj.00, 000 Americans, 
long shor em-en, seamen, and others having access to port facilities have 
been checked and cleared by the' U.S. Coast Guard, which is charged with 
Maritime security. But foreign seamen sail in and out of all American 
harbors and traverse docks in areas closed to Americans without let ,or 
hindrance ^ What a ; perfect set-up for communist couriers, spies In 
transit,' saboteurs looking for vulnerable spots, and other Stalinist 
agents.- The Seafarers' Lop; , points out that seven missing high-ranking 
communists who skipped bail after, conviction, or whom the F.B.I # failed 
to find after Indictment, very probably slipped out of the country on 
some foreign registry ship. 



, > St. Louis Legionnaires picketed the "Death of a Salesman" the first 
night that this picture played in that city,, .Eifteen uniformed Legion- 
naires in line. Any other Legion units which "grade-labelled" some of 
Hollywood's more questionable products? DO RE SCHARY has filed a two- 
mi Hi on- dollar suit against 3 the Wage Earners of America, intimating he will 
file similar suits against any other individuals or organizations which seek 
to link, his name with communist fronts or causes. Pine. House Un-American 
Activities Committee should now summon Mr. Schary and ask him for a list 
of names of known and established an ti- communists he has ever employed 
or given work to. Our . information, which may be erroneous, is that the 
list will be awfully slender. Then, that list should be matched against 
all the identified communists, fellow travellers, pinkos, and Fifth 
Amendment boys Schary has hired in -.the past, leaving American movie-goers 
to draw their own conclusions as to ME. DORE S CHARY* 

• You saw it in the Sumamry of Trends and Developments first, probably 
years, ago* Gen, Lawton Collins recently declared that a hard-hitting * - < 
propaganda war against Russia would materially reduce the chances of W.W 0 
III. Summary hammered this theme on numerous occasions three years ago. 
Rev* Leopold Braun, believed to -be the only Catholic priest permitted to 
function in Russia in recent years, spent eleven years in Moscow* In 
recent interview he criticized American propaganda efforts via Voice of 
America as futile and dangerous because^we broadcast to slave populations . 
tantalizing pictures of life and -materialistic advantages in the TJ. - S 0 >, " 
Father Braun said this merely infuriates and discourages Russians who 
basically like and trust us and 1 who hate Stalin and the communist state 
apparatus of terror and slavery. They expect American official agencies 
to attack and expose every aspect of Soviet tyranny. . Instead, they see 
pictures of Acheson and Mrs. Roosevelt wining and dining and smirking at 
Vishinskyy Malik, and other Soviet commissars and treating the' Soviet 
criminals as a legitimate government,, They are beginning to /.draw 1 
unfortunate inferences* Summary said same thing for years, 

I MPORTANT NOTI CES . "Realities of World Power* by Col. John KLeff er 
(McKay, New York, fl|. ffl 00) is one of the most important books published 
during the cold war. Kieffer, a: geopolitician, describes the United 
States as ,! Target No. One n for 'Soviet aggression bent on world domination* 
KLeffer's simply explained differences between the democratic state and 
the geopolitical state are of supreme importance to every literate- 
American concerned with the security of this country* "Realities of 
World Power** is not high-brow or abstract musings but a hard-hitting -and 
serious work that every Legionnaire should read. Highly recommended 
should be in every college and high school library* 

The House Committee on Un-American Activities Annual Report for 1951 
is a most important publication Don't miss it. Has several" Legion 
convention resolutions or mandates on communism embodied in it. Also a 
stinging indictment of Hollywood dilly-dallying with commies. Get it 
through your Congressman. Supply very limit ed 0 

LARRY ADLER is reported back in the* U.S. looking f or ^rk 0 . William 
Morris of New York is reputed to be his agency. Any Legionnaires 
learning of any ADLER performances or scheduled appearances anywhere 
in the U.S. are asked to convey facts immediately to the National 
Americanism Commission* 

M.G.M. has Just filmed the story of Hans Christian; Anderson in - 
technicolor. And who do you suppose played the part of that most 
delightful creator of childrens* fairy tales of all times — DANNY KAYBt 
Kaye's draft record and participation in the 19l|7 caravan from Hollywood 



to smear and vilify the House Un-American Activities Committee will be 
briefly summarized in the next issue of the Firirfg Line . Another* 
character that should be called by the Mo Car ran Committee. 

SEYMOUR PECK, motion picture critic for thh N.Y. Compass since that 
paper's inception, has moved to the N»Y. Times vstaff. ( Editor and 
Publisher , page l\.0, March 1st, 19$2) Huff sedl 

Apologies to Victor Riesel, the Tablet, and all other anti- communist 
columnists and papers inadvertently omitted from a Firing Line list of 
publications which consistently expose and combat communism*, 

The University of San Francisco received a special Legion commendation 
from the Department of California for being one of America 1 s first schools 
to set up compulsory study courses on world communism. At special campus 
ceremonies, Department Commander Home of California presented a framed 
Legion commendation to President William J. Dunne, S.J. expressing the 
American Legion 1 s "sincere admiration and deep appreciation of its 
pioneer work in this field. !! ( 

Legionnaires interested ixx the legal aspects of the ill-fated Yalta 
Conference will find an important contribution to this question on page 
214.99 of the March l8th Congressional Record . The C.R., by the way, is 
well . worth subscribing to for ; its daily budget of items of information 
on current subversive activities and Congressional disclosures. 

A suggestion to Auxiliary, members and women readers of the Firing Line . 
All material is uncopyrighted. Any or all of it may be reproduced or 
quoted provided due credit as to source is given. Your telephone and 
club meetings can be put to good use in our Legion's war on subversion 
simply by passing along to* others, with suitable suggestions as to 
possible furthej? action, the information published twice a month in this 
newsletter. Tip your friends off to bad movies, questionable lecturers, 
radio and TV shows employing individuals of doubtful loyalty, plays 
employing pinkos, dishonest and pro-Soviet books, etc. REMEMBER THE 
WAR AGAINST SOVIET SUBVERSION ABROAD CANNOT BE WON IF WE LOSE THE WAR 
AGAINST STALIN'S LITTLE HELPERS RIGHT HERE IN THE UNITED STATES. Edmund 
Burke once truly said, "The only thing necessary for the triumph of evil 
is that good. men do nothings" , 

. A $3.00 subscription to the Firing Line paid with a refund check 
from T3 -^ e Magazine. Reason for cancellation — indignation of an old 
-Ti me subscriber over the ."continuous and malicious sniping at Senator 
HctTai^thy^and other anti -communists. ,! Several other Firing Line subscribers 
write in that they have cancelled their Life subscriptions because of the 
suspicion "that the continuous stream of plugs for JUDY HOLLIDAY, MARSHA 
HUNT, JOSE FERRER, and others n are no accident" as the commies say. 

If you want Senator Termey's answer to the phony Barrett Book, "The 
Tenney Committee" send a dollar or $j?.00 for six copies, to Standard 
Publications, Box l\27 9 Tujunga, California. Well worth the buck* Put 
it in college libraries and any other place where pinkoes may congregate. 
It might open some eyes c 
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